
Working with Bookshare  

1309 N. William St. 
Joliet, IL 60435 

  

 

Phone: 815-927-7390 
Email: info@readingmadeeasy.com 

www.ReadingMadeEZ.com 

Premier Literacy Instructions for Working with Bookshare (DAISY XML file format)  

 

OPTION# 1 — Premier Launch Pad 

1. Extract all the files from the Bookshare zip file into a folder. 

Look for the file that has the “.xml” extension and double click it.  The book will open up into Internet 
Explorer.  You can then use our Premier Launch Pad tools (e.g. Talking Pointer or Launch Pad Reader) to 
read it.  The document looks a little cleaner in this format, but the reader does have to be more involved 
in the reading process.  If they use the Talking Pointer, they will need to move the pointer from 
paragraph to paragraph to read the text.  If they use the Launch Pad Reader, they would need to select 
the text they want to read—maybe several paragraphs at a time or several pages at a time. 

 

OPTION# 2 – Talking Word Processor or E-Text Reader 

One option is to read the text in Talking Word Processor or E-Text Reader.  You would choose these tools 
if you want to be able to have the text read in a continuous flow without having to point to or select 
specific text.  Try the following with Talking Word Processor: 

1. Extract all the files from the Bookshare zip file into a folder. 

2. Open the Talking Word Processor. 

3. Click the Open button in the Talking Word Processor interface. 

4. Browse to the directory on your computer’s hard drive where the XML file is stored. (It does need to 
be extracted first from the zip file.) 

5. The XML file won’t show in the list until you do the following.  At the right corner of the browse 
window that opens, click the drop-down arrow beside where it says Microsoft Word. 

6. From the drop-down list, select the Extensible Markup Language (*.xml) option.  Then you should 
see the XML file. 

7. Click the XML file and then click the Open button at the bottom of the browse window. 

If you receive a Parse Error, just click the OK button. The XML file still opens and is readable. 

Once the document is open in the Talking Word Processor, you can do all of the things with it that you 
would to a Word document.  Please note that XML files do contain some additional reference characters 
and those may very well appear in the document.  The digital voice may try to read those characters, so 
just be aware of that possibility. 
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